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CHAPTER 1.

GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION

ARTICLE 1. ORGANIZATION OF CODE.

SECTION

1-1-1: Title.

1-1-2: Acceptance.

1-1-3: Amendments

1-1-4: Recording Amendments and Revisions.
1-1-5: Numbering of Sections.

1-1-6: Numbering of Additions.

1-1-7: Distribution of Code.

1-1-8: Construction of Words.

1-1-9: Reference to Section Numbers.

1-1-10: Amendment of Section Subject to Penalty.
1-1-11: General Penalty.

1-1-12. Offense Having Two Penalties.

1-1-13: Repeal of General Ordinances.

1-1-14: Court Proceedings.

1-1-15: Repeal of Repealing Ordinances.

1-1-16: Invalidation of Part.

1-1-17: Liability of Employers and Agents.
1-1-18: Intent.

1-1-19: Alternative Penalties - Compliance Warning Tickets.
1-1-1: TITLE: Upon adoption by the Board of Trustees, such portions of this Village

Code, as are from time to time passed, shall be declared to be and shall hereafter
constitute the official “Municipal Code of Bridgeview.” The passage of this code or portions thereof
shall not effect the continuing validity of prior ordinances of the Village with which this code is not in
conflict. Any reference made to the number of any Section contained herein shall be understood to
refer to the position of the same under its appropriate Chapter and Article heading, and to the general
penalty clause relating thereto, as well as the Section itself, when reference is made to this Municipal
Code by title in any legal document.

1-1-2: ACCEPTANCE: This Municipal Code, as hereby presented in printed form, shall
hereafter be received without further proof in all courts and in all administrative
tribunals of this State as the ordinances of the Village of Bridgeview of general and permanent effect.

1-1-3: AMENDMENTS: Any additions or amendments to this code, when passed in such
form as to indicate the intention of the Board of Trustees to make the same a part
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hereof, shall be deemed to be incorporated in this code so that a reference to the “Municipal Code of
Bridgeview” shall be understood as including them.

1-1-4: RECORDING AMENDMENTS AND REVISIONS: The Village Clerk shall keep

at least one copy of the Municipal Code of Bridgeview. The code shall be printed,
pasted or otherwise mounted on paper sufficiently thick and durable to withstand heavy usage, and
preserved by the Village Clerk in a book or binder in loose leaf form, or in such other form as the
Village Clerk may consider most expedient. Whenever any ordinance which amends or makes an
addition to the code is passed and approved, the Village Clerk shall note on the margin of the section
or sections amended that such amendment has been made with reference to the ordinance number and
its date of passage. All amendments thereto and all general ordinances hereafter passed shall be
inserted in their appropriate places in such volume, and all sections of this code or ordinances
repealed from time to time may be extracted therefrom and notation duly made of such extraction for
the purpose of maintaining said code in such condition that it will show all general ordinances passed
up to date at any time in such manner that ready reference may be had thereto. Failure to insert any
properly passed ordinance within the Municipal Code shall not invalidate or make ineffective such
ordinance so long as the passage of the ordinance was properly noted in the minutes of the Village
Board, such ordinance was retained in a book kept for such purpose and it was published in a
newspaper or in book or pamphlet form where such publication is required by statute.

In determining whether or not any ordinance hereafter passed, or any part thereof, shall be inserted in
such code, and in determining the form, chapter, or section in which it shall be inserted, and in
determining what shall be taken out, if any doubt arises, the Village Clerk shall be guided by the
advice of the Village Attorney.

1-1-5: NUMBERING OF SECTIONS: Each section number shall consist of three

component parts separated by a dash. The first figure shall refer to the chapter
number, the second figure to the article number and the third figure number shall refer to the position
of the section within the article.

No officer or employee of the Village shall issue any book or pamphlet containing any section or
sections of this code numbered differently than as numbered herein; and no section number shall be
changed by such officer or employee in drafting any ordinance amending any section.

1-1-6: NUMBERING OF ADDITIONS: The decimal system shall be used for all additions

to this code. When a chapter is to be added, said new chapter shall be given a decimal
character. All such decimal characters shall run consecutively to the right of the respective decimal
beginning with the figure “one”. Where necessary, letters may be added to sections such as 1-1-6(a)
and 1-1-6(b).

In case any amendment is passed without having been properly numbered, the Village Clerk, before
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the next regular meeting of the Board of Trustees, shall refer the same to the Village Attorney for
appropriate action.

This section shall be liberally construed for the purpose of avoiding confusion in the numbering of
sections of this code.

1-1-7: DISTRIBUTION OF CODE: All printed copies of this code belonging to the Village

shall be deposited with the Village Clerk. The Village Clerk shall deliver one copy
thereof to the Village President, each member of the Board of Trustees, the Village Attorney, and
copies to such other persons as the Village Board may direct.

The Village Clerk shall sell printed copies of the code or sections thereof at such price as the Board of
Trustees shall fix.

The Village President shall have the power to extend or reciprocate courtesies of other municipalities
by presenting him with a copy of this code, bound at the expense of the Village, as to them shall seem
suitable, and he shall also have the power to present two copies of this code to the Illinois Municipal
League.

1-1-8: CONSTRUCTION OF WORDS: Whenever any word in any section of this code

importing the plural number is used in describing or referring to any matters, parties or
persons, any single matter, party or person shall be deemed to be included, although distributive
words may not have been used. When any subject matter, party or person is referred to in this code
by words importing the singular number only, or the masculine gender, several matters, parties or
persons and female as well as males and bodies corporate shall be deemed to be included. The words
“person, firm or corporation” shall be deemed to include any association or organization of any kind.
Words in the present tense shall be deemed to include the future tense. The words “this ordinance”
whenever used in this code shall be held to mean the entire code, in each and every section thereof.
The word “village” whenever used in this code shall be held to mean the Village of Bridgeview. The
words “written” and “in writing” may include printing. The word “shall” as used in this code is
mandatory. Provided that these rules of construction shall not be applied to any section of this code
which contains any express provisions excluding such construction or where the subject matter or
content of such section may be repugnant thereto or where the context clearly requires a different
interpretation.

1-1-9: REFERENCE TO SECTION NUMBERS: Reference to any section of this code
shall be understood to refer to and include the penalty section relating thereto, unless otherwise
expressly provided.

1-1-10: AMENDMENT OF SECTION SUBJECT TO PENALTY: In case of the amend-

ment of any section of this code containing provisions for which a penalty is provided
in another section, the penalty so provided in such other section shall be held to relate to the section
so amended, whether re-enacted in the amendatory ordinance or not, unless such penalty is

specifically repealed therein.
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1-1-11: GENERAL PENALTY:

(a) Fines not Specified. Whenever in this code or in any ordinance of the
Village an act is prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense, or whenever the
doing of any act is required or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful or an offense,
the violation of said provision shall be punishable by a fine in amount of not less than $100.00
nor more than $1,000.00

(b) Fines Specified. Whenever in this code or in any ordinance of the Village
an act is prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense, or whenever the doing of
any act is required or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful or an offense, and a
specific penalty or range of penalties for a violation of said provision is specified or applicable
thereto, the violation of such provision shall be punishable by a fine in the amount specified or
applicable.

(c) Officers and Employees. No provision of this code or in any ordinance of
the Village that designates specific duties of any officer or employee of the Village shall be
construed as to make such officer or employee liable for any fine or penalty when breached unless
said provision specifically and expressly imposes a penalty.

(d) Continuation. Each violation of a provision of this code or ordinance of
the Village, and each day a violation shall continue, shall constitute a separate and distinct
offense.

1-1-12: OFFENSE HAVING TWO PENALTIES: In all cases where the same offense
is made punishable or is created by different clauses or sections of this code, the
prosecuting officer may elect under which to proceed, but not more than one recovery shall be
had against the same person for the same offense; provided that the revocation of a license or
permit shall not be considered a recovery or penalty so as to bar any other penalty being enforced.

1-1-13: REPEAL OF GENERAL ORDINANCES: All general ordinances of the
village passed prior to the adoption of this Municipal Code and in conflict with
the provisions herein or which are in conflict with amendments to this code are hereby repealed.

1-1-14: COURT PROCEEDINGS: No new ordinance shall be construed or held to repeal

a former ordinance, whether such former ordinance is expressly repealed or not, as to
any offense committed against such former ordinance or as to any act done, any penalty, forfeiture or
punishment so incurred, or any right accrued or claim arising under the former ordinance, or in any
way whatever to affect any such offense or act so committed or so done, or any penalty, forfeiture or
punishment so incurred or any right accrued or claim arising before the new ordinance takes effect,
save only that the proceedings thereafter shall conform to the ordinance in force at the time of such
proceeding, so far as practicable. If any penalty, forfeiture or punishment be mitigated by any
provision of a new ordinance, such provision may be, by the consent of the party affected, applied to
any judgment announced after the new ordinance takes effect.

Revised 1/15/2014
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This section shall extend to all repeals, either by express words or implication, whether the repeal is
in the ordinance making any new provisions upon the same subject or in any other ordinance.

Nothing contained in this section shall be construed as abating any action now pending under or by
virtue of any general ordinance of the Village herein repealed; or as discontinuing, abating,
modifying or altering any penalty accrued or to accrue, or as affecting the liability of any person, firm
or corporation, or as waiving any right of the Village under any ordinance or provision thereof in
force at the time of the adoption of this Municipal Code.

1-1-15: REPEAL OF REPEALING ORDINANCE: When any ordinance repealing a
former ordinance, clause, or provision shall be itself repealed, such repeal shall not be
construed to revive such former ordinance, clause, or provision.

1-1-16: INVALIDATION OF PART: If any part, section, sentence or clause of this code
shall be adjudged void and of no effect, such decision shall not affect the validity of
the remaining portion of this code.

1-1-17: LIABILITY OF EMPLOYERS AND AGENTS: When the provisions of any

section of this code prohibits the commission of an act, not only the person actually
doing the prohibiting act or omitting the directed act, but also the employer and all other persons
concerned with or in aiding or abetting the said person shall be guilty of the offense described and
liable to the penalty set forth.

1-1-18: INTENT: All general provisions, terms, phrases and expressions contained in this
code shall be liberally construed in order that the true intent and meaning of the Board
of Trustees may be fully carried out.

1-1-19: ALTERNATIVE PENALTIES - COMPLIANCE WARNING TICKETS:

a.  Any person who is accused of a violation of any section of the vehicle code
contained in this Municipal Code, pursuant to the issuance of a Compliance Warning Ticket, except
a traffic offense for which a court appearance is required pursuant to Chapter 110A, paragraph 551 of
the Illinois Revised Statutes, may settle and compromise that ticket by paying to the Village a fee of
fifteen ($15.00) dollars within ten (10) days from the date such alleged violation was committed or
by paying to the Village the sum of thirty ($30.00) dollars subsequent to said ten (10) day period and
prior to said person being issued a Uniform Traffic Complaint or Notice to Appear.

b. Compliance Warning Tickets shall be issued as a courtesy in lieu of instituting a
prosecution for the alleged offense. Ifthe person accused of the violation does not settle the claim, a
Uniform Traffic Complaint or Notice to Appear will be issued for that violation and that person shall
be subject to the general penalties set forth in Section 1-1-11.
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1-1-19: ALTERNATIVE PENALTIES - COMPLIANCE WARNING TICKETS:

a.  Any person who is accused of a violation of any section of the vehicle code
contained in this Municipal Code, pursuant to the issuance of a Compliance Warning Ticket, except a
traffic offense for which a court appearance is required pursuant to Chapter 110A, paragraph 551 of
the Illinois Revised Statutes, may settle and compromise that ticket by paying to the Village a fee of
fifteen ($15.00) dollars within ten (10) days from the date such alleged violation was committed or by
paying to the Village the sum of thirty ($30.00) dollars subsequent to said ten (10) day period and
prior to said person being issued a Uniform Traffic Complaint or Notice to Appear.

b. Compliance Warning Tickets shall be issued as a courtesy in lieu of instituting a
prosecution for the alleged offense. If the person accused of the violation does not settle the claim, a
Uniform Traffic Complaint or Notice to Appear will be issued for that violation and that person shall
be subject to the general penalties set forth in Section 1-1-11.
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CHAPTER 1

GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION
ARTICLE 2. SEAL, FISCAL YEAR, OFFICIAL TIME, CHARGES FOR RECORDS.
SECTION
1-2-1: Seal.
1-2-2: Custody of Seal.
1-2-3: Private Use of Seal.
1-2-4: Fiscal Year.
1-2-5: Official Time.
1-2-6: Charges for Copies of Village Records.
1-2-1: SEAL:  The seal heretofore provided and used by and for the Village of

Bridgeview, circular in form, the impression on which are the words, ‘Village of
Bridgeview, Cook County, Illinois’, around the outer circle, and the words ‘Corporate Seal, June 14,
1947, in the inner circle, shall be and is hereby established and declared to be the corporate seal of
the Village.

1-2-2: CUSTODY OF SEAL: The seal shall remain in the custody of the Village Clerk to
be used by the Clerk as required by law and the provisions of this Code.

1-2-3: PRIVATE USE OF SEAL: No person shall fraudulently forge, deface, corrupt, or

counterfeit the Seal of the Village, nor shall any person, other than the duly authorized
public official, make use of said seal. Any person violating the provision of this section shall be
fined not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) nor more than Five Hundred Dollars (8$500.00)
for each offense.

1-2-4: FISCAL YEAR: The fiscal year of the Village shall commence on January 1 of
each year and close on December 31 of the same year

1-2-5: OFFICIAL TIME: Central standard or central daylight savings time shall be the
official time within the Village of Bridgeview.

1-2-6: CHARGES FOR COPIES OF VILLAGE RECORDS:  Except as otherwise

provided by law, the charge for all copies of Village ordinances, resolutions or other
records shall be such amount as is established from time to time by motion of the Board of Trustees,
or in the absence of such direction, such amount as shall be, in the discretion of the Village Clerk,
sufficient to compensate the Village for its costs in reproducing such material. No additional fee
shall be charged for certification of said records.

Revised 4/19/06
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CHAPTER 1.

GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION

ARTICLE 3. VILLAGE PRESIDENT.
SECTION

-3-1: Election and Term of Office

-3-2: Qualification

-3-3: Oath of Office

-3-4: Bond

-3-5: Compensation

6: Powers and Duties
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Presiding Officer and Vote

Veto Powers

Reconsideration, Passing Over Veto
President Pro Tem and Temporary Chairman
Vacancy

Sale/Disposal of Personal Property
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1-3-1: ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE: The President shall be elected by the
electors of the Village of Bridgeview for a term of four years and until his
successor is elected and has qualified.

1-3-2: QUALIFICATION: No person shall be eligible to hold the office of Village
President unless he is a qualified elector of the municipality and has resided
therein at least one (1) year next preceding his election or appointment.

No person shall be eligible to hold the office of Village President who is a defaulter to the
municipality, in arrears in the payment of any tax or other indebtedness due to the municipality,
has been convicted in Illinois state courts of malfeasance in office, bribery, or other corrupt
crimes.

The President shall not be interested in any way in the manufacture, sale or distribution of
alcoholic liquor within the Village as prescribed by statute.

1-3-3: OATH OF OFFICE: Before entering upon the duties of his office, whether elected or
appointed, the President shall take and subscribe the oath of office as prescribed by
statute. The oath, so subscribed, shall be filed in the office of the Village Clerk.

1-3-4: BOND: The President, before entering upon the duties of his office, shall execute a

1-3-1
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bond in the amount of not less than $50,000 to guarantee the faithful performance of his duties.
The bond shall be filed with the Village Clerk and the premium of such bond shall be paid by the

Village.

1-3-5: COMPENSATION: The compensation of the President, for his services, shall be
as prescribed by ordinance. However, the compensation of the President shall neither be
increased nor decreased during the term for which he is elected or for the remainder of the term

for which he is appointed.

1-3-6: POWERS AND DUTIES: The President shall be the official head of the Village for
all legal purposes. He shall at all times have the power and authority to examine and inspect all
books and records relating to Village business kept by any Village agent, employee or officer. He
shall sign all proclamations, commissions, resolutions, and ordinances issued or adopted by the
Board of Trustees, except as otherwise provided by law or ordinance.

The President shall appoint, with the advice and consent of the Board of Trustees, all members of
Boards, Commissions, Committees or other agencies as may be authorized by ordinance or
resolution of the Board of Trustees or as may be authorized by statute.

The President shall devote to the duties of his office whatever time the faithful discharge thereof may
require.

In addition to the foregoing, the President shall perform all such other duties and acts and have all
additional powers that are or may be prescribed by the laws of the State of Illinois, or the ordinances
of the Village of Bridgeview.

1-3-7: PRESIDING OFFICER AND VOTE: The President shall preside at all meetings
of the Board of Trustees. He shall not vote on any ordinance, resolution, or motion, except: (1)
where the vote of the Trustees has resulted in a tie; or (2) where one-half of the Trustees elected have
voted in favor of an ordinance, resolution or motion, even though there is not tie vote; or (3) where a
vote greater than a majority of the corporate authorities is required by Statute of the state of Illinois
to adopt an ordinance, resolution or motion. In each instance specified, the President shall vote.

Nothing in this section shall deprive an Acting President or President Pro Tem from voting in his
capacity as a Trustee, but he shall not be entitled to another vote in is capacity as Acting President or
President Pro Tem.

1-3-8: VETO POWERS: All resolutions and motions (1) which create any liability against
the Village, or (2) which provide for the expenditure or appropriation of its money, or (3) to sell any
Village property, and all ordinances passed by the Board of Trustees, shall be deposited with the
Village Clerk. If the President approves of them he shall sign them. If he disapproves of any, he
shall return them to the Board of Trustees with his written objections at the next regular meeting
of the Board of Trustees occurring not less than five (5) days after their passage. The President

1-3-2
Revised 8/16/2023



may disapprove of any one or more sums appropriated in any ordinance, resolution or motion
making an appropriation, or he may disapprove entirely of an ordinance, resolution, or motion
making an appropriation. if the President fails to return any ordinance or any specified resolution
or motions with his written objections within the designated time, it shall become effective
despite the absence of his signature.

1-3-9: RECONSIDERATION, PASSING OVER VETO: Every resolution and motion
specified in the preceding section, and every ordinance which is returned to the Board of Trustees by
the President, shall be reconsidered by the Board of Trustees at the next regular meeting. If, after
such reconsideration, two-thirds of all the Trustees elected to the Board of Trustees shall vote to pass
an ordinance, resolution, or motion, notwithstanding the President’s refusal to approve it, then it
shall be effective. The vote on a question of passage over the President’s veto shall be by yeas and
nays, and shall be recorded in the journal.

1-3-10: PRESIDENT PRO TEM AND TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: A temporary absence
or disability of the President incapacitating his from the performance of his duties does not crate a
vacancy in the office. In that case, the Board of Trustees shall elect one of its members to act as
President Pro Tem. The President Pro Tem, during the President’s absence or disability, shall
perform the duties and possess all the rights and powers of the President. No additional salary or
compensation shall be paid the President Pro Tem for acting as President Pro Tem.

1-3-11: VACANCY: A vacancy occurs in the office of the President by reason of
resignation, failure of one to be elected or to qualify, death, permanent physical or mental disability,
conviction of a disqualifying crime, abandonment of office, or removal from office or by removal of
his residence from the Village.

If a vacancy occurs in the office of the President during his term, the vacancy shall be filled for the
remainder of the term at the next election of Trustees, unless the vacancy is filled by a special
election as provided by statute.

During the period from the time that the vacancy occurs until a President is elected and has
qualified, the vacancy may be filled by the election of an Acting President by the Board of
Trustees.

The Acting President shall be paid the President’s salary for the period of time he shall serve as
Acting President.

1-3-12: The Mayor may authorize the sale of personal property that is no longer necessary
or useful to the Village. The Mayor may authorize: (1) the sale with or without advertisement; (2)
with or without auction; (3) the conversion into some other form that is useful to the Village by
using the material in the personal property; (4) the trade in of the personal property as part
payment on a purchase of a similar article; (5) the sale in conjunction with other units of
government. In the event that an item of personal property has no value or the cost of

Revised 6/9/99
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selling the same would exceed the sale price, the Mayor may authorize the donation or junking of
such personal property. No personal property may be sold or transferred to any officer or
employee of the Village except pursuant to public bidding. The Mayor shall report in writing to
the Board of Trustees with regard to any personal property disposed of under the provisions of
this section within 10 days after disposition.

Revised 6/9/99
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