CHAPTER 10

BUSINESS LICENSING AND REGULATION

ARTICLE 42. TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES
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10-42-1: DEFINITIONS: As used in this Article:

a. "Limousines" means and includes public vehicles with
a seating capacity of six (6) or more persons.

b. "Owner" means every person having the use or control
of one (1) or more taxicabs as herein defined.

c. "Taxicab" means all public vehicles driven by
mechanical power used for the carriage of persons for hire, except
those vehicles commonly known as buses or as limousines.

d. "Taximeter" means a mechanical instrument or device
by which the charge for hire of a taxicab is mechanically calculat-
ed, either for distance traveled ox for waiting time, or for both,
and upon which such charge shall be indicated by means of figures.

10-42-2: LICENSES REQUIRED:

a. Taxicab or Limousine Business License. Every person
conducting a taxicab or limousine business within the municipality,
including the operation of taxicabs or limousines, which shall pick
up passengers either on a casual basis or on call within the
Village, shall obtain a taxicab business license in accordance with

the provisions of this Article.
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b. Taxicab or Limousine Vehicle License. No taxicab or
limousine shall ply upon the streets of the municipality without
first obtaining a taxicab vehicle license from the Clerk; provided,
however that this provision of this Article shall not prevent
taxicabs or 1limousines 1licensed by other municipalities from
entering the municipality for the purpose of depositing passengers
who were legally picked up outside the municipality. Such taxicabs
and limousines shall not pick up p~assengers within the municipali-

ty.

c. Taxicab or Limousine Driver’s License Required.
Every person driving a taxicab or limousine within the municipality
as provided in b. above must be licensed as a driver by the State
of Illinois and as a taxicab or limousine driver by the municipali-

ty.
10-42-3: ENFORCEMENT POWERS AND DUTIES.

a. Chief of Police. The examining of applicants for
licenses to drive taxicabs, and the enforcing of the provisions of
this Article, shall be under the control of the Chief of Police.

The Chief of Police shall maintain a constant vigilance
over all taxicabs and see that they are kept in a condition of
continued fitness for public use. The Chief of Police may direct
that the owners of such taxicabs or limousines shall have them
tested at a reputable testing lane or by the vehicle maintenance
personnel of the municipality and the taximeters inspected when
there is cause to believe that such vehicles or taximeters are in

violation of the Article.

b. Clerk. The issuance of all licenses provided for
under this Article shall be the responsibility of the Clerk. There
shall be kept in the office of the Clerk a complete record of each
license issued under this Article, and of all renewals, suspensions
or revocations thereof. The Clerk’s record shall be kept on file
with the original application for a license. Such records shall be
open to the inspection of the public at all times, and shall be
public records, extracts of which may be certified for use as

evidence by the Clerk.

c. Inspector of Weights and Measures. The inspection of
taximeters shall be the responsibility of the Inspector of Weights
and Measures. It shall also be the duty of the Inspector of
Weights and Measures to seal all taximeters found accurate and
correct, and to keep a record of the numbers of each taximeter and
the date of the inspection thereof in the books in his office.

10-42-2



10-42-4: OUTIES OF LICENSEES UNDER THIS ARTICLE:

a. Public Service of Vehicles Requires; Abandonment.
The licensee shall regularly and daily operate his vehicle or
vehicles during each day of the licensed year to the extent
reasonably necessary to meet the public demand for such service.
Such service shall be deemed abandoned when the service is
discontinued for a period of ten (10) consecutive days by the owner

or operator of the service.

b. Vehicles to Be Kept in Good Condition. It shall be
unlawful for the owner or operator of a taxicab or limousine to
operate or keep in use a vehicle which is not in good condition for

operation.

c. Practices Prohibited; Duties of Taxicab and Limousine
Drivers. It shall be unlawful for taxicab or limousine drivers to
engage in the following practices:

1. defacing, removing or obliterating any official entry
made upon his taxicab driver’s license;

2. charging or attempting to charge any passenger a greater
far than that to which such driver is entitled under a
rate schedule for taximeters established by, or under a

flat rate approved by, the municipality;

3. failure to report to the Police Department any change in
address at any time before the expiration of his license;

4. repeatedly and persistently driving his taxicab about the
streets of the municipality or otherwise interfering with
the proper and orderly access to or egress from any place

of public gathering.
d. Taximeters Required:

1. No person shall use or permit to be used, or drive for
hire, a taxicab not having a taximeter, or to which is
attached a taximeter that has not been duly inspected and
approved, or which is equipped with a taximeter the case
of which is unsealed and not having its cover and gear

intact.

2. No person shall detach any certified or inspected
taximeter from any taxicab and attach the same to any
other taxicab the front wheels of which are of different
diameter from those with the reference to which such
taximeter was originally tested, unless a new inspection
or certification is had on such taximeter.
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10-42-5: DURATION OF LICENSES: The licenses required under this

Article shall be issued for the calendar year or such
portion thereof as remains at the time a license is applied for,
and shall be effective for such period of time unless sooner

suspended or revoked.
10-42-6: APPLICATIONS; INFORMATION REQUIRED:

a. Taxicab or Limousine Business Licenses. Applications
for a business license shall be made to the Clerk by the owner or
operator of the taxicab or limousine company or business. Such
application shall be in conformance with the general requirements
of this section and shall contain the name and address of the
business or company, and the name of the owner of the business or
company and his address, if different from the address of the
business or company; the number of vehicles and the class of
vehicles for which the business license is sought; the names of
other municipalities for which the business or company either has
a current business and/or vehicle license, or has had at any time
a business and/or vehicle license; the names of banks or other
financial or credit institutions wnere the applicant does business
or has accounts and any additional credit references; the color
scheme to be used by the applicant; a separate application for each
vehicle for which a license is sought, containing information as
specified in paragraph b. of this section; and such other informa-
tion as the corporate authorities may deem necessary for a finding
of public convenience and necessity. The separate applications for
vehicle licenses shall be referred to the Chief of Police for his
review and approval in conformance with the requirements of Section
10-42-7 of this Article. Upon his determining that the business
license application is complete, the application for a business
license and the applications for vehicle 1licenses shall be
forwarded by the Clerk to the corporate authorities for a declara-
tion of public convenience and necessity.

b. Taxicab or Limousine Vehicle Licenses. Applications
for licenses for taxicabs or limousines shall be made to the Clerk
by the owner or operator thereof in conformance with the general
requirements of this section pertaining to applications for vehicle
licenses and shall contain the full name and address of the owner
or operator, the class of the vehicle for which the license is
desired, the length of time the vehicle has been in use, the number
of persons it is capable of carrying, and if a motor driven
vehicle, the motor power thereof. Such application shall thereupon
be referred to the Chief of Police for his review and approval
after the vehicle has been inspected as provided in Section 10-42-7
of this Article. After the Chief of Police endorses the applica-
tion, he shall file the same with the Clerk, who shall, upon
receipt of payment of the prescribed fee, issue the license

therefor.
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c. Taxicab or Limousine Driver’s Licenses. Any person
desiring to secure a taxicab or limousine driver’s license shall
make application in writing therefor to the Clerk. Such applica-
tion shall set forth the name of the applicant, his residence and
occupation, and shall be endorsed by the owner of the taxicab or
limousine business the driver is to be employed by who shall
certify that the applicant is a fit person to drive and operate a
taxicab or limousine. Said application shall be accompanied by the

required fee.

Along with such application, the applicant shall file an
affidavit stating his full name, residence, places of residence
during the previous five (5) years, age, height, color of eyes and
hair, place of birth, whether a citizen of the United States,
places of previous employment, whether he has previously been
licensed as a driver or chauffeur, and if so, whether his license
has ever been revoked and for what cause, which affidavit shall be

filed with the Clerk as a permanent record.

Such applicant shall also file with his application to
the Clerk two (2) recent photographs of himself of a size which may
be easily attached to his 1license, one (1) of which shall be
attached to the license when issued, and the other shall be filed
with a copy of the application in the office of the Chief of

Police.

The Clerk shall forward the application to the Chief of
Police for his examination of the applicant and approval of the
application. If the Chief of Police shall approve the application,
he shall endorse thereon such approval and return same to the
Clerk, who shall issue such license.

10-42-7: INSPECTION OF VEHICLES AND TAXIMETERS:

a. General Requirements:

1. No vehicle shall be licensed until it has been thoroughly
and carefully inspected and examined and found to be in
a thoroughly safe condition for the transportation of
passengers, clean, fit, of good appearance, and well

painted.

2 Each taxicab shall have affixed thereto in good working
order a taximeter. Limousines need not have a taximeter

but may operate on a flat rate basis.

3. No 1license shall be issued for a taxicab until the
taximeter attached thereto shall have been inspected as
provided in this Article and found to be accurate.
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b. Taximeter Equipment Standards. The dial of every
taximeter with which every taxicab shall be equipped shall show but
one (1) tariff. Such taximeter shall also properly and accurately
register, indicate and display the time consumed by the taxicab
while in waiting, the distance traveled, and the amount of fare to
be determined and charged therefor. Each taximeter shall be
equipped with a flag at least three (3) inches by two (2) inches in
size, either painted red or bearing thereon in letters at least one
(1) inch in height, the word "vacant," or the words "for hire."
The flag post of such flag shall be kept up or towards a vertical
position when the taxicab is for hire, and when such taxicab is
engaged in the service of a passenger, such flag post shall be kept

down or in a horizontal position.

Each taxicab required to have a taximeter shall, during
the period between sunset and sunrise, be equipped with a light
which shall be so reflected upon the dial of the taximeter as to
enable the passenger engaging and using such taxicab to read the

figures indicated thereon.

Every taximeter hereafter placed on a taxicao shall be so
arranged that the dial thereof is in plain view of the passenger
while riding in such taxicab, or upon alighting from the same.

c. Inspection Procedure:

1. The vehicle maintenance personnel shall make such
examination and inspection before a license shall be
issued, and the Inspector of Weights and Measures, or any
inspector appointed by him, shall examine any taximeter
attached to any taxicab and see that the same is accurate
before the license to operate such a taxicab is issued.

2. It shall be the duty of the Inspector of Weights and
Measures to examine and inspect and seal at least once in
every six (6) months, all taximeters used in the Village;
provided, however, that in the event a complaint is made
to the 1Inspector of Weights and Measures that any
taximeter registers improperly or inaccurately, then it
shall be the duty of the Inspector of Weights and
Measures immedic*ely to exzmine and inspect such taxime-
ter complained of; and if such taximeter does not comply
with the requirements of paragraph b of Section 10-42-7,
then and in that event, it shall be unlawful for the
owner or person in charge of such taxicab to permit its
use until such taxicab is equipped with a taximeter
inspected and approved by the Inspector of Weights and

Measures.
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3. Every taximeter shall be tested by running the taxicab to
which it is attached over a course of standard mile in
length or by a mechanical test to prove the accuracy of
the register thereof. Either of the foregoing tests may
be made in the discretion of the Inspector of Weights and

Measures.

In order to determine whether such taximeter correctly
registers "waiting time," it shall be the duty of the
Inspector of Weights and Measures to test such taximeter
by comparing the time recorded as shown by the fare
computed on the dial thereof with the standard time.

It shall be the duty of any person owning, controlling or
operating a taxicab to deliver the taxicab, together with
the taximeter, to the Inspector of Welghts and Measures,
or any of his deputies, for the purpose of making the
aforesaid test upon demand; provided, however,that such
person may, if desired, be present at the time such test

is made.

10-42-8: QUALIFICATIONS OF TAXICAB OR LIMOUSINE DRIVERS; EXAMINA-
TION OF APPLICANTS:

a. Qualifications of Applicant. Each applicant for a
driver’s license must:

1. be of the age of twenty one (21) years or over;

2. be of sound physique, with good eyesight, and not subject
to epilepsy, vertigo, heart trouble or any other infirmi-
ty of body or mind which might render him unfit for the

safe operation of a taxicab;
3. be able to read, write and speak the English language;

4. be clean in dress and person, and not be addicted to the
use of drugs or intoxicating liquors.

b. Examination of Applicant. Each applicant for a
driver’s license unde> this Article shall be examined by the Chief
of Police, or some person designated by him, as to the applicant’s
knowledge of the provisions of this Article, the traffic regula-
tions and the geography of the municipality. If the results of the
examination be unsatisfactory, the applicant shall be refused a
license. Each such applicant must demonstrate his skill and
ability to safely handle a vehicle by driving it through a crowded
section of the municipality, accompanied by an inspector or other
representative of the Chief of Police.

Each such applicant shall be fingerprinted and photo-
graphed by the Police Department.
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10-42-9: PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY REQUIRED; STANDARDS;
PROCEDURE:

a. No taxicab or limousine business license shall be
issued unless the corporate authorities of the municipality, after
a hearing, shall, by resolution, declare that the public conve-
nience and necessity require the proposed service for which

application for a license is made.

b. Such declaration of public convenience and necessity
shall not be necessary:

1. for the licensing of the same number of vehicles licensed
for operation and operated by the applicant under the
same name and colors for which 1license was issued
previous to the passage of this Article, or the renewal
of the same number of licenses annually thereafter;

2 for the renewal of licenses to the applicant for the
number of vehicles of the applicant for which the
corporate authorities shall have at any time prior to the
date of application for such renewal made a declaration
of public convenience and necessity.

c. Standards for Declaration of Public Convenience and
Necessity; Procedure After Hearing on Public Convenience and
Necessity. In determining whether public convenience and necessity
require the licensing of such vehicles for which application may be
made, the corporate authorities shall take into consideration the

following:

1. whether the demands of public convenience and necessity
require such proposed or such additional service within

the municipality;

2. the financial responsibility of the applicant; the
number,kind, type of equipment, the schedule of maximum
rates proposed to be charged, and the color scheme to be

used by the applicant;

3. the increased traffic congestion and demand for increased
parking spaces on the streets of the municipality which

may result;

4. whether the safe use of the streets by the public, both
vehicular and pedestrian, will be preserved by the
granting of such additional 1license; and such other
relevant facts as the corporate authorities may deenm

advisable or necessary.
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d. Procedure for Declaration of Public Convenience and
Necessity:

1. If the corporate authorities find from the investigation
and hearing that the publlc convenience and necessity
justify the proposed service for which application for a
license is made, it shall notify the applicant of its

findings.

2. Within sixty (60) days thereafter, the applicant shall
furnish to the corporate authorities any and all addi-
tional information which may be required. If the corpo-
rate authorities then find that the applicant is in
compliance with all the terms of this Article, a license
shall thereupon be issued to such applicant upon the
payment of the proper license fee.

3. If the corporate authorities find from such investigation
and hearing that the public convenience and necessity do
not justify the issuance of a license, they shall
forthwith notify the applicant of such finding.

10-42-10: COMPLIANCE BY BUSINES3S LICENSEE; SURETY BOND AND

INSURANCE POLICY REQUIRED: No person shall be licensed
to operate a taxicab or limousine business or vehicle until the
owner or operator thereof has complied with all the provisions of
this Article, and with all sections of the State law pertaining to
a surety bond or the insurance policy issued for the benefit of any
person who might suffer damage by reason of the operation of such
vehicles. Before issuing such license, the applicant shall submit
to the Clerk the approval of such bond by the Secretary of State,
or proof of the issuance of such insurance policy. Such surety
bond or insurance policy may cover one (1) or more vehicles.

10-42-11: FORM OF LICENSES:

a. Business License. No separate license form is issued
for a business license. However, the applicant will be notified in
writing of the approval of his bu51ness license and the number of

vehicle licenses authorized.
b. Vehicle Licenses.

1. The vehicle license to be issued by the municipality
shall be in the form of a card which shall contain the
official license number of the taxicab or limousine,
together with the date of the inspection.

2. Such card shall be signed by the Clerk and shall contain
a blank space upon which an entry shall be made of the
date of inspection of such taxicab or limousine by the
vehicle maintenance personnel of the municipality.
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