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CHAPTER 14

GENERAL OFFENSES
ARTICLE 1. OFFENSES AGAINST PROPERTY
SECTION
14-1-1: Definitions
14-1-2: Abandonment of Vehicles
14-1-3: Animals; Injury to
14-1-4: Appropriation of Lost or Misdelivered Property
14-1-5: Damage to Municipal Property
14-1-6: Defacing Notices
14-1-7: Destruction of Property
14-1-8: Extortion
14-1-9: Inoperable Vehicles
14-1-10: Receiving Stolen Property
14-1-11: Reckless Burning
14-1-12: Theft
14-1-13: Criminal Trespass
14-1-14: Unauthorized Use of Motor Vehicles
14-1-15: REPEALED
14-1-16: Liability of Parent or Legal Guardian of Minor Offender
14-1-17: Graffiti
14-1-18: REPEALED
14-1-1: DEFINITIONS: The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and

enforcement of this Article:

a. ‘Abandoned Vehicle’ shall mean all vehicles in a state of disrepair
rendering the vehicle incapable of being driven in its condition; or any vehicle that has not been
moved or used for seven consecutive days or more and is apparently deserted.

b. ‘Building’ shall mean any structure, vehicle, railway car, aircraft or
watercraft used for lodging, business or industry.

3 ‘Credit Card’ shall mean any instrument or device, whether incomplete,
revoked or expired, whether known as a credit card, credit plate, charge plate, courtesy card, or
by any other name, issued with or without fee for the use of the cardholder in obtaining money,
goods, services or anything else of value, including satisfaction of a debt or the payment of a
check drawn by a cardholder, either on credit or in consideration of an undertaking or guaranty

by the issuer.
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d. ‘Damage’ shall mean an injury or harm to property sufficient to lower its
value or involving significant inconvenience or loss of efficiency.

- ‘Deception’ occurs when an actor knowingly:

1. Creates or confirms another’s false impression which the actor does not believe to
be true; or

2. fails to correct another’s false impression which the actor previously has created or

confirmed, or

3. prevents another from acquiring information material to the disposition of the
property involved; or

4. transfers or encumbers property without disclosing a lien, adverse claim, or other
legal impediment to the enjoyment of the property, whether that impediment is or
is not valid, or is not a matter of official record; or

5. promises performance which the actor does not intend to perform or knows will
not be preformed; or

6. uses a credit card without authorization or which he knows to be stolen, forged,
revoked or canceled.

The term ‘Deception’ does not include falsity as to matters having no pecuniary significance.

f ‘Enter or Remain Unlawfully’ shall mean an unlicensed, uninvited or
otherwise unprivileged entry into or remaining in or upon premises. A person who, regardless of
his intent, enters or remains in or upon premises which are at the time open to the public does so
with license and privilege unless he defies a lawful order not to enter or remain, personally
communicated to him by the owner of the premises or some other authorized person. A license or
privilege to enter or remain in a public building which is only partly open to the public is not a
license or privilege to enter or remain in that part of the building which is not open to the public.

g ‘Obtain’ shall mean:

1. in relation to property, to bring about a transfer or purported transfer to the
obtainer or another or a legally recognized interest in the property; or

2. in relation to labor or service, to secure performance thereof for the benefit of the
obtainer or another.

h. ‘Obtain or Exerts Unauthorized Control” over property includes, but is not
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necessarily limited to, conduct heretofore defined or known as common law larceny by
trespassory taking, common law larceny by trick, larceny by conversion, embezzlement, extortion,

or obtaining property by false pretenses.

i ‘Inoperable Motor Vehicle’ shall mean any motor vehicle from which, for a
period of at least thirty (30) days, the engine, wheels or other parts have been removed, or on
which the engine, wheels or other parts have been altered, damaged, or otherwise sot related that
the vehicle is incapable of being driven under its own motor power. ‘Inoperable Motor Vehicle’
shall not include a motor vehicle which has been rendered temporarily incapable of being driven
under its own poser in order to perform ordinary service or repair operations nor to any motor
vehicles that are kept within a building when not in use, to historic vehicles over twenty five (25)
years of age, or to a motor vehicle on the premises of a place of business engaged in wrecking or

junking of motor vehicles.

j- ‘Owner’ shall mean any person, other than the actor, who has possession of
or any other interest in the property involved, and without whose consent the actor has no
authority to exert control over the property.

k. ‘Permanently to Deprive’ shall mean:

1. to withhold property or cause it to be withheld from a person permanently or for
so extended a period or under such circumstances that the major portion of its
economic value, or of the use and benefit of such property, is lost to him; or

2. to dispose of the property so as to make it unlikely that the owner will recover it;
or
3. to retain the property with intent to restore it to the owner only if the owner

purchases or leases it back, or pays reward or other compensation for its return; or

4. to encumber, sell, give, pledge, or otherwise transfer any interest in the property.
1. ‘Premises’ shall mean a building or real property.
m. ‘Property’ shall mean any money, credit card, personal property, real

property, thing in action, evidence of debt or contract, public record, or article of value of any
kind.

n. ‘Receiving’ includes but is not limited to acquiring title, possession,
control, or a security interest in the property.

0. ‘Qervice’ includes but in not limited to labor, professional service,
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transportation service, the supplying of hotel accommodations, restaurant services, entertainment,
the supplying of equipment for use, and the supplying of commodities of 2 public utility nature
such as gas, electricity, steam and water.

p. ‘Steal’ shall mean:

1. to knowingly obtain or exert unauthorized control over the property of another
with intent permanently to deprive him of such property; or

2. to knowingly obtain by deception control over property of another with intent
permanently to deprive him of such property.

q. ‘Stolen’ shall mean obtained by theft, robbery, extortion, or appropriating
lost or misdelivered property.

r. ‘Streets or Highway’ shall mean the entire width between the boundary
lines of every way publicly maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for
purposes of vehicular travel.

S. “Threat’ shall mean to communicate, directly or indirectly, the intent:
1. to cause bodily injury in the future to another; or
2. to cause damage to property of another; or
3. to subject another person to physical confinement or restraint, or
4. to accuse another person of a crime or cause criminal charges to be instituted

against another person; or

5. to expose a secret or publicize an asserted fact, whether true or false, tending to
subject another person to hatred, contempt or ridicule; or

6. to reveal significant information sought to be concealed by the person threatened;
or
7. to testify or provide information or withhold testimony or information with respect

to another’s legal claim or defense; or

8. to take wrongful action as an official against anyone or anything, or wrongfully
withhold official action, or cause such action or withholding; or
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9. to do any other act which is intended to harm substantially any person with respect
to his health, safety, business, financial condition, or personal relationships.

t. “Vehicle’ shall mean a machine propelled by power other than human

power designed to travel along the ground by use of wheels, trees, runners, or slides, and
transport persons or property of pull machinery, and shall include, without limitation, automobile,

truck, trailer, motorcycle, tractor, buggy and wagon.

u. ‘Legal Guardian® means a person appointed guardian, or given custody, of
a minor by a circuit court of the state, but does not include a person appointed guardian, or given
custody of a minor under the Juvenile Court Act.

V. ‘Minor’ means a person who is above the age of eleven (11) years, but not
yet nineteen (19) years of age.

14-1-2: ABANDONMENT OF VEHICLES: It shall be unlawful for any person to
abandon any vehicle at any place within the municipality for such time and under
such circumstances as to cause such vehicle reasonably to appear to have been abandoned. A
vehicle or an part thereof so abandoned on private property, not belonging to the owner or tenant
of such property, may be authorized for removal by the Village Police Department after a waiting

period of seven (7) days or more has expired.

14-1-3: ANIMALS; INJURY TO: It shall be unlawful for any person to kill or wound,
or attempt to kill or wound, by use of a firearm, slingshot, bow and arrow or
otherwise, any animal other than vermin or an animal which is causing immanent danger to the

health of a person or of property.

14-1-4: APPROPRIATION OF LOST OR MISDELIVERED PROPERTY: It shall be
unlawful for any person to appropriate lost or misdelivered property if a person
obtains or exerts control over the property of another which the actor knows to have been lost or
mislaid, or the have been delivered under a mistake as to the identity of the recipient or as to the
nature or amount of the property, and the actor fails to take reasonable measures to discover and

notify the owner.

As used in this section, ‘reasonable measures’ includes but is not necessarily limited to notifying
the identified owner or any peace officer.

14-1-5: DAMAGE TO MUNICIPAL PROPERTY: It shall be unlawful for any person
to negligently or willfully injure, destroy or deface any building, vehicle,
equipment, bridge crossings, sidewalks, lamp, lamppost or the property of the municipality.
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14-1-6: DEFACING NOTICES: It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully and
maliciously tear down, mutilate or deface or render in part or in whole illegible any

poster, notice or handbill lawfully posted in the municipality.

14-1-7: DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY: It shall be unlawful for any
person to intentionally damage the property of another.

In any prosecution for destruction of property, it is an affirmative defense that the actor
reasonably believed that he had a lawful right to damage such property.

14-1-8: EXTORTION: It shall be unlawful for any person to intentionally obtain
property or services of another by threat.

In any prosecution under this section based on a threat to accuse any person of a crime or to
cause criminal charges to be instituted against any person, it is an affirmative defense that the
actor reasonably believed the threatened criminal charge to be true, and that his sole purpose was
to compel or induce the person threatened to take reasonable action to make good the wrong

which was the subject of such threatened criminal charge.

14-1-9: INOPERABLE VEHICLES: It shall be unlawful for any person to leave any
partially dismantled, non-operative, wrecked or junked vehicle on any street or

highway in the municipality.

a. All persons are required to dispose of any inoperable motor vehicles as
defined in this Article under their control upon written notice received from the corporate
authorities or from the Chief of Police or any member of his department designated by him
commanding such disposition of said inoperable motor vehicle.

b. The Chief of Police or any member of his department designated by him is
hereby authorized to remove or have removed any vehicle left at any place within the municipality
which reasonably appears to be lost, stolen or unclaimed, or which is an inoperable vehicle as
defined herein. Such vehicle shall be impounded until lawfully claimed or disposed of in

accordance with state statutes.

14-1-10: RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY: It shall be unlawful for any person to
receive stolen property if a person knowingly receives, retains, or disposes of

property.

The fact that the person who stole the property has not been convicted, apprehended, or identified
is not a defense to a charge of receiving stolen property.

14-1-11: RECKLESS BURNING: It shall be unlawful for any person to intentionally
cause a fire or explosion and thereby recklessly place property of another in danger
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14-1-12: THEFT:

a. Definitions. For purposes of this section the following terms, phrases, words and
their derivations shall have the meaning given therein. When not inconsistent within the
context, words used in the present tense include the future, words in the plural number include
the singular, and words in the singular include the plural. The word “shall” is always mandatory
and not merely directory. To the extent a word is not defined in this ordinance, the meanings
attached to those words as defined in 720 ILCS 5/16A shall apply. Other words not defined in
this ordinance or in the above-referenced statute shall be given their plain and ordinary meaning.

Juvenile shall mean any unemancipated person seventeen (17) years of age or younger.

Parent shall mean any person having legal custody of a juvenile (i) as a natural or
adoptive parent (ii) as a legal guardian (iii) as a person who stands in loco parentis, or,
(iv) as a person to whom legal custody has been given by court order.

Person shall mean juveniles and those who are not juveniles.
Property shall mean any tangible or intangible item or object.
Merchandise shall mean property offered for sale.

b. Theft from Person or Property. A person commits a theft when he knowingly: (1)
obtains or exerts unauthorized control over property of another person which is valued at less
than $300.00; or (2) obtains or exerts control of property of an other person by deception which
is valued at less than $300.00; or (3) obtains or exerts control of property of another person by
threat which is valued at less than 300.00; or (4) obtains control of stolen property knowing the
property to have been stolen or under such circumstances as would reasonably induce a person
to believe that the property was stolen.

C. Theft of Lost or Mislaid Property. A person who obtains control over lost or
mislaid property commits theft when he: (1) knows the identity of the owner or knows or learns
a reasonable method of identifying the owner; (2) fails to take reasonable measures to restore the
property to the owner; and, (3) intends to deprive the owner of the use or benefit of the property.

d. Retail Theft. A person commits the offense of retail theft when he knowingly
commiits one or more of the following acts and the property valued at one hundred fifty dollars
($150.00) or less:

Revised 01/15/2014
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(1) Takes possession of, carries away, transfers or causes to be carried away or
transferred, any merchandise displayed, held, stored or offered for salein a
retail mercantile establishment with the intention of retaining such
merchandise or with the intention of depriving the merchant permanently of
the possession, use or benefit of such merchandise without paying the full
retail value of such merchandise; or

2) Alters, transfers, or removes any label, price tag, marking, indicia of value
or any other markings which aid in determining value affixed to any
merchandise displayed, held, stored or offered for sale, in a retail mercantile
establishment and attempts to purchase such merchandise personally or in
consort with another at less than the full retail value with the intention of
depriving the merchant of the full retail value of such merchandise; or

3) Transfers any merchandise displayed, held, stored or offered for sale, in a
retail mercantile establishment from the container in or on which such
merchandise is displayed to any other container with the intention of depriving
the merchant of the full retail value of such merchandise; or

() Under-rings with the intention of depriving the merchant of the full retail
value of the merchandise; or

(5) Removes a shopping cart from the premises of a retail mercantile
establishment without the consent of the merchant given at the time of such
removal with the intention of depriving the merchant permanently of the
possession, use or benefit of such cart; or

(6) Represents to a merchant that he or another is the lawful owner of the
property, knowing that such representation is false, and conveys or attempts to
convey that property to a merchant who is the owner of the property in
exchange for money, merchandise credit o other property of the merchant; or

(7) Uses or possesses any theft detection shielding device or theft detection
device remover with the intention of using such device to deprive the
merchant permanently of the possession, use or benefit of any merchandise
displayed, held, stored or offered for sale in a retail mercantile establishment
without paying the full retail value of such merchandise.

Revised 01/15/2014
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€. Parental Responsibility. It shall be unlawful for any parent of a juvenile that
resides in the same home as that juvenile to allow him/her to knowingly possess stolen property.
A parent shall be deemed to know that a juvenile possesses stolen property when: (1) a
reasonable person would be induced to believe that the property in the juvenile’s possession was
obtained in violation of this ordinance; or (2) a parent fails to take reasonable steps to inquire as
to the legality of the juvenile’s possession of the property; and, in addition to either of the
above, (3) fails to take reasonable measures to restore the property to its proper owner.

i Penalty. Any person found to be in violation of this section shall be fined no less
than $100.00 or the value of the stolen property or merchandise, whichever is greater. Each act
or individual piece of property stolen shall constitute a separate offense. When deciding the
amount of the fine, the hearing officer may consider prior violations for similar conduct.

g. Administrative Adjudication. Violations of this section shall be administered,
processed and enforced through and in accordance with Chapter 15, Miscellaneous Regulations,
Article 8, Administrative Adjudication of Non-Vehicular Regulations Violations.

14-1-13: CRIMINAL TRESPASS: It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly enter

or remain unlawfully in or upon the premises of another. Any of the following
acts by any person, firm or corporation shall be deemed included among those that constitute
trespasses, and appropriate action may be taken to prevent or suppress any violation of this
section, the aforesaid enumerated acts so included, being as follows, to-wit:

a. An entry upon the premises, or any part thereof, of another, including any
public property, in violation of a notice posted or exhibited at said premises, or at any point of a
approach or entry or in violation of any notice, warning or protest given orally or in writing, by
any owner or occupant thereof.

b. The pursuit of a course of conduct or action incidental to the making of an
entry upon the land of another in violation of a notice posted or exhibited at the main entrance to
said premises or at any point of approach or entry, or in violation of any notice, warning or
protest given orally or in writing by any owner or occupant thereof.

2 A failure or refusal to depart from the premises of another in case of being
requested, either orally or in writing, to leave by any owner or occupant thereof.

d. An entry into or upon any vehicle, aircraft or water craft made without the
consent of the person having the right to the possession or control thereof, or a failure or refusal
to leave any such vehicle, aircraft or watercraft after being requested to leave by the person
having such right.

Revised 01/15/2014
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In any prosecution under this section, it is an affirmative defense that the actor reasonably believed that:

1. the premises involved at the time were open to members of the public and
the actor complied with all lawful conditions imposed on access to or remaining
on the premises; or

2, the owner of the premises, or other person empowered to license access
thereto, would have licensed him to enter or remain.

14-1-14: UNAUTHORIZED USE OF MOTOR VEHICLES: It shall be unlawful for any
person to:
a. take, operate, or exercise control over a motor vehicle of which the actor

does not have the consent of the owner to so act;

b. ride in a vehicle which the actor knows has been unlawfully obtained,

e have custody of a motor vehicle pursuant to an agreement between himself
or another and the owner thereof whereby he or another is to perform for compensation a specific
service for the owner, involving the maintenance, repair or use or storage of such vehicle, he
intentionally uses or operates the same, without the consent of the owner, for his own purposes in
a manner constituting a gross deviation from the agreed purpose.

14-1-15: REPEALED

14-1-16: LIABILITY OF PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF MINOR OFFENDER:
The parent or legal guardian of a minor defendant who resides with such parent or
legal guardian shall be liable for any fine or condition of restitution or reparation imposed by a

court upon a minor for violation of this article, provided that said minor has not paid said fine or
made restitution or reparation within the time ordered by the court, and further provided that said
parent or legal guardian has been served with summons or notice to appear in the original cause
and all proceedings thereafter as provided by law.

14-1-17: DEFACEMENT:

a. Definitions: For purposes of this section, deface or defacement means
defacing, altering, deforming, or otherwise damaging by any means including, without limitation,
paint, ink, or etching.

b. Defacement Unlawful. 1t shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly
deface public or private property of another without consent.

Revised 1/15/2014; 11/05/2014
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G Possession. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly possess
spray paint containers, paint, ink, marking pens, brushes, applicators, etching tools or other
materials capable of defacement with the intent to violate any provision of this section.

d. Sale. It shall be unlawful for any person to sell any item or
material capable of defacing property if that person knows or should know the item or material
will be used to violate any provision of this section.

e. Penalty. Any person or entity found to be in violation of this section
shall be fined not less than $100 nor more than $1,000 for each offense.

f. Liability. Any person found to be in violation shall be assessed, in
add any penalty, the costs to clean, repair or place property defaced to its prior condition.

14-1-18: REPEALED

Revised 1/15/2014
Revised 1/02/02
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